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Subpart A—General

§997.1 Definitions.

Certification. For purposes of these
regulations, the term ‘‘certification”
means the granting by NOAA of status
to a non-federal entity as a partici-
pating RICE of the System authorized
by section 12304 of the ICOOS Act. An
applicant will not be considered to be
participating in the System unless 1) it
agrees to meet the certification stand-
ards issued by the Administrator
issued herein, and 2) the Administrator
declares the applicant to be part of the
System as a certified RICE.

Equipment. For purposes of these reg-
ulations, the term ‘‘equipment” is de-
fined as a tangible asset that is func-
tionally complete for its intended pur-

pose and has a capital cost of over
$5,000. Both individual sensors and col-
lections of sensors on a platform are
considered equipment and are subject
to the $5,000 minimum cost.

Non-Federal assets. The term ‘‘non-
Federal assets” means all relevant
coastal and ocean observation tech-
nologies, related basic and applied
technology research and development,
and public education and outreach pro-
grams that are integrated into the Sys-
tem and are managed through State,
regional organizations, universities,
nongovernmental organizations, or the
private sector.

Owned and/or operated by the RICE.
The term ‘‘owned and/or operated by
the RICE” means non-Federal Assets
that are either owned and/or operated
directly by the RICE, or supported fi-
nancially in part or in full by the
RICE.

Regional Information Coordination En-
tity. The term ‘‘regional information
coordination entity’’ means an organi-
zational body that is certified or estab-
lished by contract or memorandum by
the lead Federal agency (NOAA) des-
ignated in the ICOOS Act, and that co-
ordinates State, Federal, local, and pri-
vate interests at a regional level with
the responsibility of engaging the pri-
vate and public sectors in designing,
operating, and improving regional
coastal and ocean observing systems in
order to ensure the provision of data
and information that satisfy the needs
of user groups from the respective re-
gions. The term ‘‘regional information
coordination entity” includes regional
associations described in the System
Plan.

Employee of a Regional Information Co-
ordination Entity. The term ‘“‘Employee
of a Regional Information Coordination
Entity” means an individual identified
in §997.23(d)(3) or (£)(1) of these Regula-
tions and satisfies the requirements
listed in §997.26(c).

System. The term ‘‘System’” means
the National Integrated Coastal and
Ocean Observation System established
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§997.2

in accordance with section 12304 of the
ICOOS Act (33 U.S.C. 3603).

System Plan. The term ‘System
Plan” means the plan contained in the
document entitled ‘‘Ocean.US Publica-
tion No. 9, The First Integrated Ocean
Observing System (I00S) Development
Plan,” as updated by the Council under
these regulations.

§997.2 Acceptance of procedures by a
RICE.

By its voluntary entrance or partici-
pation in the System, the RICE ac-
knowledges and accepts the procedures
and requirements established by these
regulations.

Subpart B—Certification and De-
certification Process for a Re-
gional Information Coordina-
tion Entity (RICE)

§997.10 Eligibility.

Any non-Federal entity may submit
an application for certification as a
RICE as defined in the ICOOS Act and
these Regulations.

§997.11 Application process.

(a) The applicant for certification
shall submit an application package
containing the information and docu-
mentation outlined in subpart C of this
part. The submission package shall in-
clude the application form, available
online at http:/www.ioos.noaa.gov/cer-
tification.

(b) Submission shall be made to
NOAA at the address below, or to such
other address as may be indicated in
the future: Director U.S. I0O0S Pro-
gram Office, NOAA, 1100 Wayne Ave,
Suite 1225, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
Submissions may also be made online
at hitp:/www.ioos.noaa.gov/certification.

§997.12 Review by NOAA.

(a) After receiving an application
package, NOAA shall have up to 90 cal-
endar days to review the application
package and decide whether to certify
the applicant.

(b) Before the 90 calendar days have
elapsed, NOAA may request additional
information, in which case NOAA shall
have up to 30 additional calendar days
after that additional information has
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been received by NOAA, above and be-
yond the original 90 calendar days, to
review the application package and de-
cide whether to certify the applicant.

(c) NOAA’s decision whether to cer-
tify the applicant shall be based on
whether the RICE demonstrates that it
satisfies the current IOOC certification
criteria and these regulations.

§997.13 Certification process.

(a) NOAA’s decision whether to cer-
tify the applicant, along with the rea-
son for its decision, shall be delivered
to the applicant via letter delivered by
first class mail and by electronic
means.

(b) Applicants receiving a certifi-
cation determination in the affirma-
tive shall be designated as ‘‘certified”
RICEs by NOAA. NOAA shall memori-
alize this status via a memorandum of
agreement with the applicant. Certifi-
cation shall mean that a RICE is incor-
porated into the System.

(c) A certified RICE shall provide
NOAA with written notification of the
RICE’s intention to substantively
change its organizational structure or
Strategic Operational Plan, and shall
request approval from NOAA for the
change. After receiving the written no-
tification, NOAA shall have up to 30
calendar days to review the requested
change and decide whether to approve
the requested change. NOAA’s decision,
along with the reason for its decision,
shall be included in a written notifica-
tion to the RICE.

§997.14 Certification duration and re-
newal.

(a) Certification of a RICE shall be
for a term of 5 years, unless otherwise
specified by the NOAA Administrator.

(b) Certification may be renewed, at
the request of the RICE, for a period of
five years. A RICE seeking to renew its
certification shall provide NOAA with
a written request to renew at least 120
calendar days before the expiration of
the existing certification. The request
shall include the application form,
available online at hittp:/
www.ioos.noaa.gov/certification, and all
information providing evidence that
the applicant satisfies the IOOC certifi-
cation criteria and NOAA regulations
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